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TOWN OF WENHAM 

Historical Commission / Historic District Commission 
Meeting of August 15, 2019 / Meeting 536 

138 Main Street, Wenham Town Hall 
 
 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Commission members, a meeting of the Historical Commission (HC) / Historic District Commission (HDC) was held on 
Thursday August 15, 2019 at 6 pm in the second-floor Conference Room. 
 
The Historical Commission / Historic District Commission meets as needed, primarily to review applications for Certificates of 
Appropriateness regarding new construction or modifications to existing buildings located in the Historic District along Main 
Street from Beverly to the Hamilton town lines. 
D. Bagnell (2021); D. Bannon (2021); B. Locke (2021); H. Davis (2020); M. Wood (2020); M. McDonnell (2020); Lisa Benecke 
(2020) 
B. Locke is the Community Preservation Committee Designee for the HC/HDC through her appointment. 
 
• Call to order - With a quorum present, Mr. Bagnell called the meeting to order at 6 pm.  
Commissioners present: Dana Bagnell, Chairman; Don Bannon; Lisa A. Benecke; Harriet Davis; Mimi McDonnell; Mary Wood;   
Not present: Barbara Locke 
Also Present; Jackie Bresnahan, Support Staff / Permitting Coordinator/Special Projects Manager; Catherine Tinsley, Recording 
Secretary 
 
• Approval of Minutes -July 18, 2019  
Vote: The Committee voted unanimously to approve the July 18, 2019 meeting minutes. 
 
• Review of fence replacement application for the Boulders (Main Street/Wallis Drive) and 179 Main Street  
To avoid an appearance of conflict, commissioner Dana Bagnell, as the property owner of 179 Main Street, recused himself 
from this agenda item and did not participate in the discussion and did not vote on the Certificate of Appropriateness.  
Ms. Davis chaired this agenda item. 
 
Robert Smallman, Boulders Trustee was present. 
Mr. Smallman spoke on the proposed project to replace a previously existing fence between the Boulders property and the 
private property of Dana Bagnell, 179 Main Street. 
Mr. Smallman described the proposed fence to the Commission as being: 

o Wooden stockade fence, possibly cedar, to weather naturally 
o Height of the fence is 6 feet which includes (up to) 12 inches of lattice on the top  
o No decoration on the fence other than the lattice 
o To be installed on the Boulder’s property 3 feet off the property line to the corner of the Bagnell’s garage  

 
Mr. Smallman confirmed the fence would not exceed past the corner of the garage as to not interfere with the Bagnell’s 
grapevines.  He anticipated the fence would be installed within the next month. 
Mr. Bagnell did not vote. 
Vote: The commission voted unanimously to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness to the Boulders for a 40-foot wooden stockade fence, not to exceed 6 
feet in height including 12” of lattice at the top, to be installed on the Boulder’s property 3 feet off the property line of 179 Main Street not to extend 
past the garage on the property of 179 Main Street and that the fence be left to weather naturally. 
Mr. Bagnell resumed chairing the meeting  
 
• Continued review of fence application with changes for 176 Main Street  
At the request of the commission, a new fence style was submitted by the applicants similar to an existing fence in the historic 
district located at 168 Main Street. 
This is white picket fence that is 4-feet in height, with no decorations. 
 
With concerns of the historical aspect of a motorized gate in appearance the commission asked for the applicants to submit the 
gate style, how it opens, including the motor style, size and location.    The commissioners wanted the applicant to understand 
that a motorized gate may not be approved pending the historical appearance.   
The commissioners requested the applicant to submit a “bird’s eye” view of the property with an outline of the location of the 
proposed fence, including the gate and motor. 
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Vote: The commissioners voted to approve the proposed fence design only, as presented to be a wooden picket fence, painted white, and 4 feet in height, 
not including the proposed driveway mechanized gate conditional on a birds’ eye view map being submitted of the placement of the fence, the proposed 
gate and opening mechanism i.e. motor with the caveat that the request for additional information on the gate does not guarantee a motorized gate would 
be approved. 
 
• Review of application for sign for 154 Main Street  
Ms. Bresnahan informed the commissioners that there is a new business tenant at 154 Main Street.  The request is to add 
business sign to the existing sign which hangs off the front of the building.  Ms. Bresnahan provided the commissioners with a 
sample of the proposed sign and the existing sign.  The two signs are the same size and suggested to be in similar style and 
colors. 
The Commissioners did not agree that the signs were similar noting different styles and fonts. 
Because the photo copy of the existing sign and proposed sign was not clear, the commissioners requested clearer, more detailed 
photo of the existing and proposed signs. 
The commissioners took no action and continued this to the next meeting.  
 
• Review letter in support of creating a local appeal process for Historic District  
This agenda item was deferred to the September meeting. 
 
• Follow up on site visit at 16 Main Street, if needed  
The commissioners expressed their disappointment collectively that the homeowner did not attend the site visit. 
The commissioners voiced their concern that the site appeared disorganized and abandoned, and with the lack of progress on 
the house construction considering the building permit was issued in January 2019.  Ms. Bresnahan noted a building permit was 
valid for two years from the issuance date. 
The commissioners observed that Pella windows were installed as presented, but were not certain of the front door material 
which appeared to be a plastic composite material.   
With the uncertainty of the siding, Mr. Bannon said he looked up the siding company’s web site he obtained off the wrapping at 
the site and found this company was the second largest manufacturer in the country, but he remained unclear what siding was 
used. 
Ms. Bresnahan will send the building inspector to the site to address concerns, contact the Board of Health, confirm the status 
of the dumpster the fire department, and follow up with the homeowner as well.  This was continued to the next meeting.  
 
• Any new business not reasonably anticipated by the Chair for discussion only  
 
o Mr. Bagnell will speak to the Sport Stop, Main Street, regarding their deteriorating business sign in the historic district. 
o The commissioners also supported that Tendercrop be reminded to apply for a demolition permit for the condemned house 

on site and that they be reminded clean up the stone wall and refurbish it to the original New England colonial stone wall. 
Ms. Bresnahan will confirm the jurisdiction of the HDC regarding the stone wall.  

 
The next meeting is September 12, 2019. 
 
• Adjournment - The Commissioners unanimously adjourned at 7:30 pm.  
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
8.20.19 
 


